James Hutson

Nominee for Zone 3 Board Representative
Hello Zone 3 members,

My name is James Hutson, and I want to thank-you for taking the time to read through this bio.
In 2018, I was elected as the Zone 3 Board Representative. Since this time I have had the opportunity to
engage with members and act as a liaison on behalf of Zone 3, bringing forward issues, concerns and
successes to the Board of Directors table. I feel tremendously grateful to have had the opportunity to
represent members of our Zone, and I am eager to continue to grow in this role.
I currently hold the position of Deputy City Clerk for the City of Cambridge. I began my municipal career
with the Town of St. Marys and also spent time working for the Municipality of South Huron, prior to
arriving at the City of Cambridge. My work experience has given me the opportunity to work in urban and
rural municipal settings, and having been raised in a small Ontario farming community I can appreciate that
there are many differences in the challenges faced by each community within our Zone.
With this in mind, I feel strongly that it is essential for the Zone 3 Board Representative to understand and
appreciate that our communities may have different needs. Simply put, the challenges of one municipality
can look very different from another. A central component of this role is to understand these challenges
and communicate this when meeting at the board level. Further, there are a number of challenges which
are mutual to many municipalities, such as the voter’s list and municipal election reform and my goal is to
identify and advocate for solutions to these challenges wherever possible.
As part of my commitment, I will take concrete actions to communicate with members on issues most
important to you. Being accessible and sharing information is a critical component of this role, and I will
always put my best foot forward in this regard. I recognize that listening to the experiences of those in the
Zone can be the best way to understand what is most important to you. This role is about learning from
those around me and carrying forward that message.
Most importantly, I want to emphasize that my time on the Board of Directors has provided me with the
experience to continue on successfully in this role. I will not shy away from difficult conversations as I am
very passionate about this position. Ultimately, my hope is to represent your interests as zone members in
an accurate, honest and up-front manner. With this in mind it would be an honor and privilege to continue
to represent our zone members.
Should you have questions that would help further inform your voting decision, please do
not hesitate to reach out. I very much welcome this discussion and look forward to
continuing to strengthen relationships with Zone 3 members.
James Hutson

hutsonj@cambridge.ca

(519) 740-4680 Ext. 4234

Matthew is the Deputy Regional Clerk at the Regional
Municipality of Niagara where he has provided leadership
in information access and privacy, records management
and legislative compliance for the municipality for eight
years.
Matthew found worked his way up to the role of Deputy
Clerk in a non-traditional manner. He has a B.Sc. in
Biomedical Neuroscience and prior to public service,
worked as a certified clinical researcher. In his past life,
his work centered on legislative compliance, consent
practices and interpretation of policy and procedure. This
made the transition from research to Freedom of
Information and Privacy (FOIP) compliance a natural one.
He additionally has an Information Access and Privacy
Protection certificate from the University of Alberta, and a
Records and Information Management certificate from
Mohawk College.
In his current and previous roles within the Clerk’s Office,
Matthew was responsible for staff education in information
and privacy program management, as well as provides
privacy impact assessment (PIA) consulting services for
health information custodians within the municipality.
Additionally, Matthew is an instructor and educational
consultant for Association of Municipal Clerks and
Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO), leading workshops on
legislative compliance with MFIPPA and PHIPA.

MATTHEW
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In his own words,
As Deputy Clerk, I’ve had the opportunity to focus my
efforts on strategic direction and informed decision-making
within the Office of the Regional Clerk. Managing the
legislative services portfolio, access and privacy
programs, and corporate policy management, I work within
a broad compliance spectrum of services offered to both
internal and external clients. I believe my background and
experience will allow me to continue to be an asset to the
AMCTO community, supporting municipal management
and administration. A self-described policy wonk, I hope to
be an advocate for strong policy frameworks for all
municipalities, and to be an aid when it comes to
information sharing of best practices, procedures and
other avenues to education and continued learning.

