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Important Notice

• Municipalities are responsible for making local decisions, including complying with any applicable 
statutes or regulations. 

• This presentation is for information purposes only and is not a substitute for legal or other 
professional advice in connection with any particular matter. This presentation deals with 
complicated issues and concepts in a highly summarized fashion, and key details may not be 
included. The inclusion of municipal or other local examples in this presentation does not imply 
an endorsement by the Ministry. 

• Users should verify the information that has been included from other sources prior to making 
decisions or acting upon it.
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Outline

• Updates:

• Compliance and Enforcement of Orders under the Emergency Management and Civil 
Protection Act and the Reopening Ontario Act, 2020

• Ontario’s Vaccine Rollout

• Elections

• Finance

• MSO Contact Info

• Questions
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Update - Compliance and 
Enforcement of Orders under the 
Emergency Management and Civil 
Protection Act and the Reopening 
Ontario Act, 2020
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Authority to Enforce Orders under Emergency 
Management and Civil Protection Act and 

Reopening Ontario Act
• Municipalities play a crucial role in the enforcement of  orders made under the Emergency 

Management and Civil Protection Act (EMCPA) and the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to 
COVID) Act, 2020 (ROA) and other public health measures related to COVID-19.  

• Municipal bylaw officers have been designated as provincial offences officers for the purposes of 
enforcing all ROA and EMCPA orders, including exercising powers to ticket individuals not 
complying with the stay-at-home order or those not following masking and distancing 
requirements indoors.

• Bylaw officers and other provincial offences officers also have the power to temporarily 
close premises and disperse individuals who are in contravention of an order. (O Reg. 8/21)

• Police officers or other provincial offences officers have authority to require an individual to 
provide their correct name, date of birth and address so that provincial offences officers 
have the necessary information to issue tickets or lay charges under the Health Protection 
and Promotion Act. (O Reg. 8/21)

• Under the Health Protection and Promotion Act municipal bylaw officers and other municipal 
law enforcement officers can enforce s. 22 orders.

• Local medical officers of health have powers under the Health Protection and Promotion Act 
(e.g. to make s. 22 communicable disease order).

• While municipal enforcement of ROA is voluntary, the province encourages municipalities to 
consider enforcing these orders where feasible. 
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Provincial Enforcement Initiatives
COVID Safety Campaigns

• Multi-Ministry Teams are visiting local communities to conduct targeted COVID safety campaigns 
to promote public health requirements.

• A multi-ministry COVID safety awareness and compliance team has been established with over 
450+ provincial offences officers from various ministries throughout Ontario.

• Campaigns attempt to work in collaboration with police, public health units, and by-law staff 
to limit duplication of local compliance and enforcement efforts.

• The campaigns include visits to workplaces that present heightened risk factors for potential 
transmission of COVID-19, including restaurants and banquet halls, gyms and fitness centres, 
personal care services, meeting and event spaces, mall-based retail, cinemas and performing 
arts centres.

• ROA Enforcement Reporting Tool

• The Ministry of Solicitor General is collecting ROA enforcement data to help monitor and 
measure the impact of accelerated enforcement and compliance activities across the province.
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Updates: Ontario’s Vaccine Rollout



Municipal Role in Vaccine Rollout

• Municipalities have been asked by the Vaccine Task Force lead by Ret. General Rick Hillier to work 
with their local Public Health Unit to:

• Provide security if required for vaccines and immunization sites;

• Echo messaging to inform residents and combat vaccine hesitancy;

• Support vaccination of municipal Long-Term Care home residents and staff; and

• Support vaccination efforts with any other required logistical supports ( e.g. traffic flow, use of 
municipal property). 

• Public Health Units determine how, where and when vaccines are distributed using different, 
locally appropriate channels, including:

• Mass & Mobile Vaccination Sites

• Primary Care locations ( e.g. family doctors’ offices)

• Pharmacies

• Home care service providers

• Information and resources may be found at:

• https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario

• https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-communication-resources
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Updates - Elections



Changes to Municipal Elections Act, 1996

• In 2020 and 2021, the province made changes to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 through:

• Bill 204, Helping Tenants and Small Business Act, 2020 

• Bill 218, Supporting Ontario’s Recovery and Municipal Elections Act, 2020

• Bill 254, Protecting Ontario Elections Act, 2021 (not yet passed)



Bill 204: Single Register of Electors

• The amendments provide the Chief Electoral Officer with authority and responsibility to create 
and maintain a single register of electors for both provincial and municipal elections.

• Voters would be able to update their information and verify that they are registered to vote in 
provincial, municipal council and school board elections all at once.

• Elections Ontario would provide the preliminary list of electors for all by-elections that are 
initiated after January 1, 2024, and for the regular municipal election in 2026.

• The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC)  would continue to be responsible for 
providing the preliminary list of electors for the 2022 municipal elections and for any by-
elections that take place or are initiated before January 1, 2024.

• Link to Bill 204:
• https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-

10/b204ra_e_0.pdf

https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-10/b204ra_e_0.pdf


• Role of MPAC:

• MPAC would continue to be responsible for providing annual lists to school boards showing 
the school support of all Ontario residents (and not just eligible voters) and would continue to 
be responsible for providing Population of Electoral Group (PEG) reports to school boards and 
the Ministry of Education for the purposes of school board trustee determination and 
distribution.

• Clerk’s Role & the Use of the Voter’s List:

• Clerks would be able to access Elections Ontario’s single register of electors at any time prior 
to September 1st in an election year to obtain the preliminary list of electors.

• Before providing a copy of the voters’ list, the clerk must obtain written acknowledgement 
that the recipient will comply with legislated responsibilities.
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• The province has amended the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 to remove the option for 
municipalities to use ranked ballots to elect council members.

• Deadlines for the 2022 municipal election are:
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DEADLINES FORMER DATE NEW DATE

Candidates to file/withdraw nominations July 22, 2022 August 19, 2022

Councils to pass by-laws authorizing alternative 

voting and vote counting equipment

May 1, 2021 May 1, 2022

Clerks to establish procedures for alternative 

voting and use of vote counting equipment

December 1, 2021 June 1, 2022

Bill 218: Ranked Ballots and Timeline Changes

• Link to Bill 218:
• https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-218

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-218


Bill 254: Protecting Ontario Elections Act, 2021

• The Protecting Ontario Elections Act, 2021 propose changes to the Municipal Elections Act, 1996
which, if passed, will:

• Allow municipal clerks to choose to permit municipal election candidates (for municipal 
council and school board trustee) and third party advertisers to file nomination and 
registration paperwork electronically (i.e., without having to attend the clerk’s office in 
person).

• Allow third party advertisers to end their campaign by filing a written withdrawal with the 
clerk at any time prior to the end of registration period for third party advertisers.

• Give a clear process for third party advertisers who become candidates by automatically 
ending their advertising campaigns when they file their nomination.

• Link to Protecting Ontario Elections Act, 2021 :
• https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-254

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-254


Updates - Finance



Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund –
2021 Allocation

• On October 29, 2020, the province shared details related to municipal allocation under the 2021 
Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF). 

• For 2021, the government is maintaining the overall structure of the OMPF and the program 
envelope at the same level as 2020.

• The 2021 OMPF will provide a total of $500 million to 389 municipalities across the province. 

• The Ministry of Finance has calculated the 2021 OMPF allocation based on the most recent 
available data. However, MOF encourages municipalities to submit their outstanding 2019 FIR 
and/or 2020 tax rate by-law as soon as possible. 

• Municipalities are required to submit their 2020 Financial Information Return (FIR) to MMAH by 
May 31, 2021.

• MMAH is requesting that municipalities submit their 2021 tax rates through the Online Property 
Tax Analysis (OPTA) system or to MMAH by August 31, 2021.

• Payments for municipalities that do not meet these reporting obligations will be subject to 
holdback, beginning with the 2021 fourth quarterly payment, until these documents have been 
filed.

• Inquiries should be directed to: info.ompf@Ontario.ca.
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Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund –
2021

• The Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) provides funding for communities with 
populations under 100,000, along with all rural and northern communities for local infrastructure 
projects.

• In 2020, approximately $200 million in OCIF funding was allocated to small, rural and northern 
communities.

• For 2021, the province has announced a $200-million investment in municipalities to help small, 
rural and northern communities build and repair roads, bridges, water and wastewater 
infrastructure.

• For more information, please visit the Ministry of Infrastructure’s webpage regarding municipal 
infrastructure support for communities. 
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Financial Indicator Review

• On an annual basis MMAH calculates and 
reviews select financial indicators for each 
municipality.

• 7 indicators are produced from data points in 
the Financial Information Return.

• In the past, there have been changes to the 
indicators. This year, the indicators are the 
same as last year.

• Indicators should not be looked at in 
isolation, and are not a substitute for 
financial or other professional advice in 
connection.
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Asset Management 
Regulation Requirements
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• The Asset Management Planning for Municipal Infrastructure regulation (O.Reg 588/17) was 
approved under the Infrastructure for Jobs and Prosperity Act, 2015, effective January 1, 
2018.

• July 1, 2022: Date for municipalities to have an approved asset management plan for core 
infrastructure assets (roads, bridges and culverts, water, wastewater and stormwater 
management systems) that identifies current levels of service and the cost of maintaining 
those levels of service.



MSO Contact Info



MSO-East Contacts (LG)

Alison Fath-York
Manager, Local Government and Housing
613 545-2115
Alison.Fath-York@ontario.ca

Lois O’Neill-Jackson 
Haliburton, Renfrew, Kawartha Lakes
Municipal Advisor
613 539-7935
Lois.O'Neill-Jackson@ontario.ca

Peter Sizov 
Frontenac, Leeds & Grenville, Lanark
Municipal Advisor
613 545-2117
Peter.Sizov@Ontario.ca

Lisa Harvey 
Ottawa, Northumberland, Prescott & 
Russell, SD&G
Municipal Advisor
613 545-2120
Lisa.Harvey@Ontario.ca

Eric Thibaudeau
Peterborough, Prince Edward County, 
Lennox & Addington, Hastings
Municipal Advisor
613 545-2131
Eric.Thibaudeau@Ontario.ca
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MSO-East Contacts (Housing)

Mila Kolokolnikova
Team Lead - Housing
613 545-2123
Mila.Kolokolnikova@ontario.ca

Kelly Kenney
Lanark, Leeds & Grenville, Ottawa, Prescott 
& Russell, Renfrew, SD&G
Senior Housing Advisor
613 482-6026 
Kelly.Kenney@ontario.ca

John Macdonald 
Frontenac, Haliburton, Hastings, Kawartha 
Lakes, Kingston, Lennox & Addington, 
Northumberland, Peterborough, Prince 
Edward County
A/Senior Housing Advisor
613 545-2113
John.Macdonald@ontario.ca
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MSO-East Contacts (Planning)

Michael Elms
Manager, Community Planning and 
Development
613 545-2132
Michael.Elms@ontario.ca

Aldo Ingraldi
Kingston
Team Lead, Community Planning & 
Development
613 545-2119
Aldo.Ingraldi@ontario.ca

Dan Ethier 
Kawartha Lakes, Lanark, Ottawa, Prescott & 
Russell, 
Prince Edward County, SD&G
Senior Planner
613 545-2116
Dan.Ethier@ontario.ca

Chris Willms 
Frontenac, Haliburton, Hastings, Lennox & 
Addington, Northumberland
Planner
613 545-2121
Chris.Willms@ontario.ca

Damien Schaefer 
Leeds & Grenville, Peterborough, Renfrew
Planner 
613 545-2106
Damien.Schaefer@ontario.ca
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Questions?
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