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For more information: Ontario’s highway programs | ontario.ca

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-highway-programs#:~:text=Ontario%27s%20southern%20highways%20program,completion%20dates%20to%20be%20determined.
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• In January 2020, MTO released Connecting 
the Southwest: A Draft Transportation Plan 
for Southwestern Ontario, which includes 43 
improvements and strategies for public 
transit, rail, highways and more to get 
people moving and connect communities, 
support a competitive open for business 
environment, improve safety, provide more 
choice and convenience, and prepare for 
the future.

• The planning area includes 89 
municipalities, 13 First Nations communities 
and 3 Métis community councils. These 
communities span approximately 
30,400 km2.

Connecting the 
Southwest: 
A Draft Transportation 
Plan for Southwestern 
Ontario

• As committed in Connecting the Southwest 
(action #9), a task force of 16 leaders from 
local municipalities, Indigenous 
communities and transportation 
organizations was formed to discuss 
regional transportation challenges and 
opportunities.

• The Task Force met between March 2021 
and April 2022 and hosted seven mode-
specific workshops with partners and 
stakeholders. 

• A final report featuring the Task Force’s 
recommendations was submitted to the 
Minister of Transportation on May 2, 2022.

Southwestern Ontario 
Transportation Task 
Force

• As part of the actions set out in Connecting 
the Southwest (action #16), MTO initiated a 
long-range transportation planning study for 
Southwestern Ontario to identify current and 
future transportation needs and 
opportunities, determine the most effective 
actions to meet these needs, find ways to 
implement the actions, and build upon the 
draft transportation plan by further refining 
our vision of Southwestern Ontario to take 
us to the year 2051. 

Ongoing Regional 
Transportation Planning 
Technical Study

2020 2021 to 2022 2021 to now

https://www.ontario.ca/page/planning-transportation-southwestern-ontario#section-0
mailto:swplan@ontario.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/planning-transportation-southwestern-ontario#section-0
https://www.ontario.ca/page/planning-transportation-southwestern-ontario#section-0
https://www.ontario.ca/page/planning-transportation-southwestern-ontario#section-0
https://www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-southwest-draft-transportation-plan-southwestern-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/southwestern-ontario-transportation-task-force-final-report
https://www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-southwest-draft-transportation-plan-southwestern-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-southwest-draft-transportation-plan-southwestern-ontario


How the Task Force recommendations have been considered

The Task Force’s final report comprised of 70 recommendations, including 41 identified as priorities for improving the transportation 
network across the region. Many recommendations align with relevant work already underway throughout the Ministry. 

The Task Force’s recommendations were used to inform the ongoing Southwestern Ontario Transportation Planning Study, a long-range 
study that will examine all modes of transportation for passengers and freight to identify future needs and opportunities to the horizon year 
of 2051. 

Ongoing Engagement

There are 4 phases to the study. When completed, this study will help identify infrastructure, program, and policy improvements to ensure 
the transportation network can support a competitive and open for business environment in the future and meet people’s needs. There was 
ongoing engagement with municipalities, Indigenous communities and organizations, private sector stakeholders, as well as outreach to 
the public through an online survey and posting to the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO).

Phase 1 (2021 – 2022). Set goals and objectives for the long-range plan and determine how to measure success. Also develop forecasts 
of population and employment growth and consider future expected impacts from climate change.

Phase 2 (2022 – 2023). Undertake technical analysis to understand the different needs and opportunities for different modes of 
transportation (driving, public transit, ferries, trains, etc.), both now and in the future.

Phase 3 (2023 – 2024). Identify potential actions to include in the long-range plan and evaluate which ones to recommend implementing, 
including options developed external to the study such as the Southwestern Ontario Transportation Task Force recommendations.

Phase 4 (2024 – now). Consolidate the findings in a recommended long-range transportation plan for the region that will support 
government decision-making, including actions to take in the short- (by 2031), medium- (by 2041), and long-term (by 2051).

Next Steps
MTO has now begun the final phase of the study, which is expected to be completed by late 2025. Following government approval, a final 
transportation plan will be developed based on the recommendations put forward by the technical planning study. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/southwestern-ontario-transportation-task-force-final-report
https://www.ontario.ca/page/planning-transportation-southwestern-ontario#section-0
mailto:swplan@ontario.ca
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