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What is the Association of 
Ontario Land Surveyors

• The Association of Ontario Land 
Surveyors (AOLS) was established in 
1892. It is a self-governing association, 
responsible for the licensing and 
governance of professional land 
surveyors, in accordance with the 
Surveyors Act.

•  As with all self-governing professions, 
the AOLS has a responsibility to ensure 
that the public interest is paramount. 



The History of Surveying In 
Ontario
• The first township survey was in 1783.
• There are 7 different systems of township surveys.
• Ontario is divided by Lake Nipissing and the 

French and Mattawa Rivers into Northern and 
Southern Ontario.

• Southern Ontario was surveyed into 588 
townships.

• Northern Ontario was surveyed into 553 
townships.



Township of King



Township of King



Public vs Private Surveys

Public Surveys
Accessible by the public through the land 
registry office for a fee. 

 Types include:
• Subdivision Plans
• Condominium Plans
• Reference Plans
• Expropriation Plans



Plan 43M-1992



Plan 43M-1992
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Condominium Plan
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Reference Plan



Reference Plan



Expropriation Plans
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Public vs Private Surveys

Private Surveys
Prepared for a client for a specific purpose at a 
SPECIFIC POINT IN TIME.

 Types include:
• Surveyor’s Real Property Report
• Plan of Survey
• Topographic Plan
• Site Plan
• Severance Plan
• Sketches



The Surveyor’s Real Property 
Report

• Consists of Two 
Parts: 

1. Written Report
2. Plan of Survey

• Prepared for a client 
at a specific point in 
time***



Physical items normally identified in 
a Surveyors’ Real Property Report.
(not necessarily exhaustive)

• Property boundaries.
• Buildings (subject property and near adjoining)
• Fences.
• Hedges.
• Retaining Walls.
• Wells.
• Sheds / Outbuildings.
• Swimming Pools / Hot Tubs.
• Overhead utility hardware.
• Other features deemed important by the 

surveyor.



Title information normally identified 
in a Surveyor’s Real Property Report

• Ownership information.
• Easements.
• Other registered interests.
• Identified deficiencies / ambiguities.
• Potential issues.



Part 1 – The Plan



Part 1 – The Plan



Part 2 – The Report



Topographic Plans
Primary purpose: 
1. Graphic representation of all physical 

features located within the parcel together 
with contours or spot elevations.

• May include a boundary survey or a 
compiled boundary.

• May include underground utility locations.
• Base plan for engineering designs.



Topographic Plan



Time Matters 
Bayview Avenue 1953 Survey



Time Matters 
Bayview Avenue 2024 Survey



Time Matters 
Encroachment



Time Matters 
New Easement



Time Matters
1987 Survey



Time Matters
2025 Survey



Time Matters
Hillview Road 2020 Survey



Time Matters
Hillview Road  2022 Survey



COPYRIGHT

Does a Survey meet Copyright protection? 

1. Is it an original work? 
Survey plans involve professional expertise 
and represents a surveyors skills and 
judgement with respect to a boundary.
2. Is it fixed in a material form? 
A survey plan is produced as a drawing, digital 
file or plotted document.
3. Is it within the protected category of work?
Survey plans fall under artistic work which 
include drawings, maps and plans.



MFIPPA – 3 Tests for Release of 
Third Party Information 
1. the record must reveal information that is a 

trade secret or scientific, technical, 
commercial, financial or labour relations 
information; and

2. the information must have been supplied to 
the institution in confidence, either implicitly 
or explicitly; and

3. the prospect of disclosure of the record must 
give rise to a reasonable expectation that 
the harms specified in paragraph (a) of 
section 10(1) will occur.



The Risk
1. The public relies on the information provided 

by municipalities.
2. Information may be out of date.
3. The municipality has no control over how the 

information is used.
4. Private surveys are protected by Copyright.
5. Potential claim against the municipality 

exists.



Alternatives available
1. Refuse to provide survey plans as they meet 

the 3 conditions under MFIPPA.
2. Advise the public to contact a local surveyor.
3. Advise the public to visit the AOLS website – 

www.aols.org
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QUESTIONS?????
THANK YOU ! 
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