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Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed regulation. AMCTO
would note that the timelines for providing feedback on this proposed regulation are
extremely tight and are coming in the middle of Municipal and School Board elections.
Assuming the regulations are approved, the turn-around time for Toronto and Ottawa to
implement the regulations is extremely short, just under a months time.

AMCTO has long advised the Province that without providing reasonable timelines to
implement Provincially mandated changes to structures, governance or other matters,
the Province continues to place undue administrative and operational burden on
municipal staff who must implement these initiatives. These then become matters that
require additional time and human resources to support which is an additional
operational cost that the municipality must bear.

Moreover, while these regulations would only apply to Toronto and Ottawa at the
current time, Provincial decision-makers including the Premier have made clear that
these powers could be extended to other municipalities. A comment period of ten days
is insufficient to provide adequate advice and recommendations on how these
regulations would impact a wider group of municipalities and their staff and does not
replace the need for formal consultations with municipalities or municipal associations
such as AMCTO.

We have two comments on this proposed regulation in particular:

1. In an instance where the HOC is not of the opinion that a bylaw would interfere
with prescribed provincial priorities, it is unclear whether an interested party could
make an appeal to another body or tribunal if that party was of the opinion that
the HOC did not fulfill their responsibilities on provincial priorities. If it was
allowed, this would add to already existing delays to matters such as housing
developments and exacerbate the administrative burden the tribunal system has
on municipal matters. It is further unclear whether a successful council override
vote would incur the same possibility.

2. Municipalities continue to rely on a relatively static revenue from property taxes
and also rely on development charges to ensure that growth pays for growth. We
would refer you to AMO’s submission, The Importance of Development Charges:
Submission to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing on “Increasing
Housing Supply in Ontario”. To achieve the Provincial priorities including the
building of more homes, the Province must also do its part to ensure that
municipalities have the fiscal and human resource capacity, tools and resources
to be able to support the Province’s objectives and fulfill its obligations when it
comes to approval of municipal plans and municipal requests for support.

It is highly recommended that the Province consider municipal budgetary
timelines, and the fiscal calendar when contemplating any new policies,
programs or initiatives or changes to existing ones, which will have an impact on
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municipal budgets. Doing so will ensure that prudent and transparent planning to
support provincial priorities can take place.



