AMCTO

THE MUNICIPAL EXPERTS

August 1, 2023 sent via email

Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Premier’s Office

Room 281 Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1

Re: Assessment

Dear Premier,

| am writing on behalf of Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of
Ontario (AMCTO) requesting that the Province return to the assessment cycle and
provide direction on reassessment.

AMCTO represents excellence in local government management and leadership. With
over 2,200 municipal managers and professionals members (e.g., CAOs, Clerks,
Treasurers and Management) covering all of Ontario’s municipalities, we are Ontario’s
largest voluntary association of local government professionals and are recognized as
an influential voice on key management and legislative issues affecting the sector.

For 85 years, AMCTO has maintained a productive relationship with government by
helping ensure the professional expertise and local understanding of our members is
utilized to improve existing and/or new legislation, policy and programs.

In January, AMCTO wrote to the Minister of Finance supporting a request from the
Association of Municipality of Ontario (AMO) that the Province provide direction on
returning to the assessment cycle and requesting clarity on the Province’s intentions
regarding reassessment.

Since then, AMO partnered with several private sector stakeholders to outline the
importance of a prompt return to the assessment cycle, outlining the importance of
doing so, and the impacts of the current delay in reassessments on economic
competitiveness.

AMCTO too believes that a well-functioning and up-to-date assessment system
supports strong communities and makes Ontario an attractive place to invest. The issue
of reassessment requires leadership from the Province which is critical to supporting the
resilient and continued growth of the provincial economy we all rely on.

From the perspective of our members who, among others, are municipal treasurers and
chief financial officers, there is also a need to ensure that the return comes with
adequate notice as there are resource and operational needs that must be considered
to prepare for implementation which comes with a return to the cycle and to any future
reassessments.
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Reassessments are particularly critical for Ontario’s smaller communities who rely on
this funding to address external pressures to their local budgets which are already
exacerbated by inflation and increased labour, service and resource costs.

Our members, their municipal councils, and community members rely on a stabilized
and predictable assessment system to which is the foundation of the municipal tax
system that supports strong, vibrant, and growing communities.

We urge your Government to formally commit to a return date and clarify intentions for
reassessment.

Sincerely,

[Originally Signed]

Stephen O’Brien, AOMC
President, AMCTO

Cc: Hon. Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance
Colin Best, AMO President
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