5 AMCTO

B THE MUNICIPAL EXPERTS

Dear Chair of the Board and Director of Education:

| am writing to you today on behalf of the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks
and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) in regards to scheduling Professional
Development/Activities Days (PD Day hereafter) on Monday, October 24™, 2022 —
Municipal and School Board Election Day — to facilitate an accessible and smooth
electoral process for school board electors.

AMCTO represents excellence in local government management and leadership.
With more than 2,000 members working in municipalities across Ontario, AMCTO is
Ontario’s largest voluntary association of local government professionals, and the
leading professional development organization for municipal professionals.

As you may be aware, our municipal clerk members administer school board elections
and they are in the midst of planning and preparing for the election in 2022.
Municipalities have statutory authority to use schools as polling places under section 45
of the Municipal Election Act, 1996. However, municipal clerks often face challenges in
gaining the support of local principals to provide their facilities as voting locations for this
important democratic process.

Many school boards across the Province already work with municipalities to schedule a
PD Day on municipal election day every four years. In fact, in 2018, 25% of school
boards agreed to make Municipal Election Day a PD Day. Another 60% had PD days in
October and almost 30% had days within a week of municipal election day. We
understand that there are also a number of school boards that schedule PD Days on
Mondays for other purposes. Together, we can increase these rates and make it easier
for local voters to cast their ballots while ensuring student safety.

Partnering with municipalities once every four years to ensure that municipal and school
board elections fall on a PD Day has a number of benefits to you, your schools and the
broader community.

Scheduling a PD Day on municipal and school board election day would:

e Ease the facilitation of Election Day so that municipal clerks can ensure a
smooth democratic process which elects school board trustees as well as
members of local council.

e Enhance the principle of safe schools for both students and teachers by
reducing the number of people in the school.

e Provide voters with a large, accessible location to cast their votes for their school
board and municipal representatives while ensuring public health promotion and
protection through more adequate physical distancing.

These benefits serve to enhance citizen engagement often at little to no cost to the
school boards themselves.
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Moreover, working with your public or separate school board colleagues to schedule a
PD Day on municipal and school board election day will also assist your board in
planning student transportation services in instances where you may collaborate to do
So.

As colleagues in public service, we too have been on the front lines delivering critical
and essential public services during this pandemic and recognize how trying it can be.
On behalf of the Association and our members, | want to extend my utmost thanks and
appreciation for the hard work you and your staff across your board have done these
past two years to keep schools safe and operational.

We understand that this is a busy time of year for all educators, support staff, students
and families, and we know the difficulties that come with planning for 2022 amidst the
pandemic. We hope that in your deliberations on the next school year calendar, your
board will schedule a Professional Development Day on Municipal Election Day,
October 24", 2022. If you already planned to do so, we thank you for your support. We
would appreciate being kept up to date as to the decision taken by your school board.

Sincerely,
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Sandra MacDonald, CMO, AMCT, AOMC
President, AMCTO

Cc: Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education,
Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Kate Manson-Smith, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing
Nancy Naylor, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education
Caspar Hall, Interim Assistant Deputy Minister, Local Government Division,
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Cathy Abrams, President, Ontario Public School Boards Association
Patrick J. Daly, President, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association
Denis M. Chartrand, président, Association des conseils scolaires des écoles
publiques de I'Ontario
Johanne Lacombe, présidente, Association franco-ontarienne des conseils
scolaires catholiques
Loretta Notten, Chair CODE
Keith Baybayon, President, Ontario Student Trustees’ Association
Javan Mayrand, présidente, Regroupement des éleves conseiller.ere.s
francophones de I'Ontario
Brian Rosbourough, Executive Director, Association of Municipalities of
Ontario
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John Elvridge, City Clerk, City of Toronto
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